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Mission Statement:

The Humboldt Center for Transdisciplinary Studies (HCTS) at Hunan Normal University
has been created to introduce and promote the study on the life and works of the German
naturalist, travel writer and philosopher Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) in China, with
a particular focus on his relationship with China and Central Asia.

With its headquarters at Hunan Normal University, the Center seeks to offer services to
broaden the scientific networks and intensify scholarly exchanges between China and Europe.
It hosts scholars not only from Hunan Normal University but also from national as well as
international background. It helps faculties and students from China in their research on
modern German and European social sciences by encouraging researches in disciplinary and
transdisciplinary fields and encouraging Ph.D. as well as post-doc research projects.

As a platform of knowledge, the Center is transdisciplinary in its presence as well as its
intention. It coordinates and organizes workshops and conferences dedicated to the
importance of China for Humboldt’s transdisciplinary research to promote cross-disciplinary
research between literature and society, culture and geography, history and languages, and to

strengthen relationship between China and Germany / Europe at a general level.

01



LRS- HE

THUK -G - HRE, BEBYZER. RITER. BFER. 251 Fa1, B 1769 F9 7 14 HH4A

T, B 18 19 HERAZRENNFER, MNMRBMREREZAEZNES . EMRHHPE
BEXREARAEMSHENBEES S, BN, FRHRSHTEIAREDREHTHE, HE
XUBENARE.

HEBZEFS, BMEEFTHER. UTEMRREZ=1TE4X, KERNFALEXHER. LI,
LA E S FHEFRETREFERELRAMARNFR. PR ZBEE#HIR, B85S
MEEREE, BEEANESE, BXEHEMMPIL, KERMER—4.

HE—EU=TFR—T R 1769 ) 1799 8, hERKEHEE -3 - HAE(FIEREZTER.
BUAR) —REMMKK, SBTMARELD. £REAMEZRIE. FER. XEMERHRMH
RIESHORFHAE, WS THEDZE. BE. €F HE XFENTFEZNER. At
&, M TIERRERE Fd, ROVRBUHZ SN, AR FRAZIRZRRH. RE
BEXBARUMNE, HRMZERSEEEEMERARST .

BITHRA N7 F, ARERBRFEFUSNNAEIIIARL, ZENSHERNHRAL. HE.
L. BMZR. WE. SRFTHFH. REERZE, WEHEFEEE, HFHEXEREEER
SREDHT - NEBSE. RIF 25 FE, MEEBREZRILE, NUFFE THEWEYHES. ML
EXWUHEFEZR, BEETERBAMNEL HAEXANZE” NEZRMESUR HEXER M
HOEMEE. ZMEARE, fREHEE, BERXARFER, L RZEREEZIRFZNINR.

1829 FRMAE—AHRE—TEETR. 4N, HEIHSMWOENEFERERE, KHARI
FMEMNRTHXY RE P #E, R THSFINNEE, FXPERITEL, FHR
HEAXE: AEAN «FHY , RBERE—EERAR. HETFT 1859 F5F 6 HEWH, ZH 90

%o

02



05 LU -3

On September 14th 1769, exactly 251 years ago, Alexander von Humboldt was born in Berlin, under

the sign of a comet, as he proudly remarked. He became one of the most famous scholars and scientists of
his time on a world-wide scale and is celebrated today both in Europe and the Americas. In China, it is high
time to discover a naturalist, writer and traveller who, crossing the Russian Empire, not only reached the
Chinese border but worked a lot on China and published, in French, a fundamental three-volume work on
Central Asia.

Alexander von Humboldt published more than a dozen monographs, a thirty-volume work on what
today is Latin America, hundreds and hundreds of scientific articles. During his long life, he wrote about
50,000 letters and left thousands and thousands of manuscript pages that begin to be recently published and
studied mainly on both sides of the Atlantic. Living in Prussia as well as in France, writing in German as
well as in French, travelling through the American tropics as well as through great parts of Central Asia, he
is certainly one of the most famous German scientists and scholars, philosophers and travellers.

His life can be easily divided into three periods of almost thirty years each. During his first period,
from 1769 to 1799, he grew up in Berlin together with his elder brother Wilhelm, later a famous linguist and
statesman, educated by the best private teachers available in Berlin. During his studies in Frankfurt on Oder,
Goettingen, Hamburg and Freiberg (Saxonia), he specialized in many different disciplines from bottany and
history up to chemistry and geology as well as philology and philosophy. He stopped his brilliant career as a
young Prussian mining engineer immediately after the death of his mother. Rich of a considerable fortune,
he decided to employ his money for further studies in different sciences and travels outside Europe. When
he left Europe for the first time, he was already a very well-known scholar and scientist both in Germany
and France.

The second period started in 1799 with his five-years travel through the Spanish colonies in the
Americas, crossing regions that today are Venezuela, Cuba, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Mexico, paying a
short visit to the US at the end of his trip, including several meetings with President Thomas Jefferson.
During the next twenty-five years, he decided to live in Paris and to publish his Opus Americanum in
French and in France. During this period, he became not only the founder of such disciplines as plant
geography or American Indigenous Cultural History, he created a specific transdisciplnary conception later
called Humboldtian Science and a very specific, archipelagic writing later called Humboldtian Writing. At
the end of this period, back in Berlin, he held his Cosmos lectures for a broad public, making science
accessible to women as well.

His third and last period started in 1829 when the Russian Emperor invited him to travel through his
Empire, adding to his knowledge of the American tropics now the analysis of non-tropical Central Asia. He
published several writings on Asia including on Chinese matters and published as well his scientific
bestseller Cosmos in a five-volume edition. He died on May 6th, 1859, almost ninety years old and highly

celebrated.
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Professor Dr. Ottmar Ette is Chair of Romance Literature at University of Potsdam, Director of the
Humboldt Center for Interdisciplinary Studies at Hunan Normal University. In 2014, he was elected
Honorary Member of the Modern Language Association of America (MLA). Since 2013, he has been a
member of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities and member of the “Leibniz
Society of Sciences in Berlin”. In 2012, he was inducted into the Ordre des Palmes Académiques (France)
as Chevalier. He also has been a regular member of the Academia Europaea since 2010.

Professor Ette’s research focuses on Alexander von Humboldt, literary studies as a science of life,
living-together or “Conviviality”, TransArea studies, and Francophone and Hispanophone literatures inside
and outside Europe. He has written and published almost 40 monographs in different languages, more than
60 anthologies and over 500 articles. Ottmar Ette directs the research project on “Alexander von
Humboldt’s American Travel Diaries: Genealogy, Chronology, and Epistemology” (2014-2017) and, since
2015, an eighteen-year project on “Travelling Humboldt-Science on the Move” of the Berlin-Brandenburg

Academy of Sciences and Humanities.
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Oliver Giinther has been President of the University of Potsdam since 2012. Before that, Professor of
Information Systems at the Humboldt University of Berlin and Dean of its School of Business and
Economics from 2005 to 2012. Guinther studied Industrial Engineering and Mathematics in Karlsruhe and
graduated in 1984 with a degree in Industrial Engineering. Followed by Computer Science studies at the
University of California, Berkeley with a Ph.D. in Computer Science awarded in 1987. Teaching and
research activities at the University of California and at FAW Ulm, guest professorships in Paris and Cape
Town, among others. As an information systems specialist, Glinther worked on IT strategy, IT profitability,
data protection and security. He was also a company founder and strategy consultant in this field. On behalf
of the Federal Ministry of the Interior, he coordinated the development of an integrated process library for
Germany’s public administration. Giinther has been a member of the German Computer Science Society
since 1984 and was its President from 2012 to 2014. In the fall of 2018, he was elected into the German
National Academy of Science and Engineering acatech. Since 2017, Glinther has been a jury member of the
Voltaire Prize. In 2019, Giinther was appointed by the Berlin Senate Department for Economics and the

Brandenburg Ministry for Economic Affairs to chair the jury of the Berlin-Brandenburg Innovation Award.
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Professor Dr. Jiang Hongxin is the Distinguished Professor of American literature and comparative
literature at Hunan Normal University, of which he also serves as the Chancellor. He has the membership of
the Disciplinary Review Group of the State Council of China, and he is the President of the National
English Literature Association, Associate Chair of the Foreign Languages and Literature Teaching Steering
Committee and Chair of the English Teaching Steering Committee for Higher Education Institutions
affiliated with Ministry of Education, and Associate Chair of the National Teaching Steering Committee for
professional Master’s in Translation and Interpreting (MTTI).

His main research fields include Anglo-American literature, English education, translation theories and
practice, Chinese and Western culture, and higher education. Having published approximately 30 books in
addition to over 100 research articles, he is considered a leading expert on his scholarship on Ezra Pound
and T. S. Eliot in China, with his outstanding works like Approaching Four Quartets: A Study on T. S.
Eliot’s Poetic Art and History of Ezra Pound Studies. Professor Jiang has been awarded over ten major
prizes, such as the National Teaching Achievement Award, the National Postgraduate Teaching Achievement
Award and the National Outstanding Achievement Award for Humanities and Social Sciences. Currently, he
directs a Major Bidding Project entitled “A Study of American Literary Thoughts of the 20th Century”
supported by the National Social Science Fund of China.

Under the commission of the Ministry of Education, he presided over the latest formulation of the
national standards for foreign language education in China, such as National Standards for the Teaching
Quality of Undergraduate Programs in the Higher Education Institution (Foreign Language and Literature)

and Teaching Guidelines for English Programs in the Higher Education Institution.
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